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In 2003 tuberculosis, often abbreviated
to ‘TB’, affected 8.7 million people.
Most of these people lived in Asia and
Africa, a small proportion were in
Europe and the Americas.

The World Health Organisation reports
that someone with open tuberculosis
would infect 10 to 15 people a year.
So when a certain number of people
are infected it is very hard to stop it
spreading further. Tuberculosis bacilli
are spread through the air when
someone sneezes or coughs.

In the past 50 years drugs have been
developed to treat tuberculosis. The
disease has since developed strains that
are resistant to those drugs.

Territory size shows the proportion of worldwide
tuberculosis cases found there.
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Technical notes

 Data are from the World Health Organization’s
2004, Human Resources for Health.

e Information for the text was sourced from the
World Health Organisation.

* Someone with open tuberculosis is infectious to
others.

o See website for further information.

“I would like to 1nvite all of us to re-affirm our commitment to Stop 1B, and thereby gift our children a

tuberculosis-free world.”

www.worldmapper.org © Copyright 2006 SASI Group (University of Sheffield) and Mark Newman (University of Michigan)
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